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1 ' SS SSh^rM'tS^fe" ° n *" intema,tonal 1***" In ,hs tanguage in which H was 

° 2&W»^RS^^ *— * 'anguage . 

□ international search (under Rules 1 2.3 and 23 1(b)) 

□ " f th T- in . ternational application (under Rule 12.4) 

□ international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/br 55.3) 

2 ' WAStfSKS^ -based on ^p/ace^sneete ^ 

report as °or/g/ha//y filed" and are nSi ^annexedlo to£%port): underArtic '° « are referred to ,h <nfe 
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1-16 

Claims, Numbers 
1-7 

Drawings, Sheets 

1/7-7/7 
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as originally filed 



as originally filed 



□ 
3. □ 



a sequence iisting andvbr any re.ated tab,e(s) - see Submental Box Relating to Sequence Listing 
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□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 
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□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

had no^S^^ 

Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). consioered to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the 

□ the description, pages 

□ the claims, Nos. 

□ the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ the sequence listing (specify): 

□ any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 

* « item , applies , aome Qr all Qf these gheetg ^ ^ uaupergeded n 
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Claims 
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Claims 
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Industrial applicability (IA) 


Yes: 


Claims 


1-7 




No: 


Claims 
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— PCT/EP2004/nnfi3Q9 

Re Item V. 

1 The following documents are referred to in this communication: 

D1 : US 5 661 823 A (IZAWA FUMIO ET AL) 26 August 1997 (1997-08 26> 

D3 ! 1 2 V£ p (S ° NY CORP) 23 AU9 " St 2 °°° (2000™ ^ 

D3. US 6446 177 B1 (KAWAMOTO KAZUYA ET AL) 3 September 2002 (2002-09- 

2 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 1 

2. 1 The present application does not meet the criteria of Article 33(1 ) pct h^,, 

33^PCT att6r °' ° ,aim 1 d0SS inWlTO a " ^ S^XST 

First of all it is important to notice that the subject-matter of claim 1 i<= ,w •■ •* . , 
any kind o, devices (inciuding USB devices, but rZTZ l™ £ a mXod Id 
therefore multiple interpretations of such a method are possible ~ a n C ?° 

SSSSTT " 6 art °° u,d oonsider a peraonal com ' u,er ™ ni " 

Frofessrona/operatrve system comprising a floppy disc drive as closest priorTrt to 

present or has been changed. If the disc is the same the -cur^nTstafos 6 feTew 
Si " ' S dS,eC,ed ** 8 differem diS ° WaS inSerted an « 

It seems that the method as specified by claim 1 is not more than an old and 
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2 ' 2 bid Z i? ° f C0 7'! teneSS * Wi " be add6d that the Object-matter of claim 1 is so 
broad that .t can also be read in the disclosure of document D1 

Document D1 discloses a method for indicating the current status of a removable 
med.a dev,ce provided for being loaded with at least one removabie meZ > Z 
be,ng connected to a device for reading and/or writing AV storage 3 fig 62 
col.37, 1.41 - col.38, 1.43). having steps of: ( 9 ' 

- checking the type of user input upon occurrence of user input (col.43 1 1-56) 

- keeping the status of the removable media device if the type o user input is not 
related to the removable media device (col 51 I 23-27) 

- else checking whether a characteristic feature of the at least one removable 
medium has changed (col.51 , 1.32-36) removaoie 

peeping the current status if the characteristic feature has not changed (col.51 , 1.37- 

- else updating the status (col.55, 1.6-47). 

At this point it is important to mention that "a characteristic feature- could be 
anymrng for example the number of files, the structure of the files including titles and 
dates e c and does not necessarily relate to the presence or absence of7me™™ 
st,ck. In th,s sense, in the mentioned sections of D1 , when the user inou taT^L 

hanZ' arr™" 0 ^ SUCh aS th ° °" es have Z" 

changed and the current status is obviously kept. On the other hanrt if «,= .. J, . 

is a function used for recording, copying and deleting 2 
charactenstic features change and an update is required. 

^^To^Z^^ ^ SteP in ' he -~ <* 33(3, 

2.3 Similar arguments could be used for document D2. Document D2 discloses a standi 
converter loaded with a PC card or a memory stick, which convert ^anT "ores Z 
data to and from the removable media devices according to a predetermined 
operator . by a user (pa,[0013 H 0015]). The user will J several InptZttons to 

fC-nT T T man " s rela ' ing or not »° ,he ~ ble (Pa" ]- 

0027]) The s,gnal converter detennines on the basis of a signal (characteristic 
feature, suppi.ed from the Memory Stick interface and a signai suppfedtmte PC 
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card interface, whether these removable media devices are loaded or not (par.[00661- 
[0070]). Notice that in every action related to the removable media several 
characteristics are updated. 

3 INDEPENDENT CLAIM 7 

3.1 The subject matter independent claim 7 corresponds in terms of apparatus features 
to that of claim 1 . The objections raised in respect of this latter claim; therefore, also 
apply, mutatis mutandis, to independent claim 7, which is thus not inventive. 

4 DEPENDENT CLAIMS 2-6 

Dependent claims 2-6 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect inventive step (Article 33(2) and (3) PCT) see documents D1-D3 and the 
corresponding passages cited in the search report. 

Notice that according to claim 2 the characteristic feature can be an identifier of the 
medium. This could be in conflict with claim 1 , since the identifier of the medium does 
not change but rather the removable medium itself. 
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